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No. 345

TEXT of the communication handed over on September 1, 1939, at
10 p.m. by M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin, to
HERR VON RIBBENTROP.

Excellcncv

According to instructions from the French Minister for Foreign
Affairs, I have the honour to submit the following statement:

Early this morning the German Chancellor issued a proclamation
to the German army which gave clear evidence that he was just about
to attack Poland.

Information which has reached the French Government and His
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom goes to show that troops
have crossed the Polish frontier and that attacks are now being made
on Polish towns.

This being so, it would seem to the French and British Govern-
ments that by its action (that is to say, an act of force of an aggressive
character against Poland, threatening that country's independence),
the German Government has brought about those conditions which
call for the carrying out by the Governments of France and of the
United Kingdom of their undertaking to Poland to come to her help.

As a consequence, I have to inform Your Excellency that, unless
the German Government is prepared to give the French Government
satisfactory assurances that the German Government has suspended
all aggressive action against Poland and is ready promptly to with-
draw its forces from Polish territory, the French Government will
unhesitatingly fulfil its obligations towards Poland.

I am, Sir, etc.,

COULONDRE.

No. 346

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

to M. CHARLES-ROUX, French Ambassador to the Holy See.

Paris, September 1, 1939.    11.15 p.m.

You should inform the Sovereign Pontiff that the French Govern-
ment, deeply alive to the thought that has inspired him, thanks him
for his moving message.

The French Government have given their unreserved adherence to
all the steps towards the maintenance of peace taken during these last
days of August. It is their wish that these noble efforts may yet
fulfil their purpose and allow a peace founded on justice and honour
to prevail once more among all free nations.

GEORGES  BONNET.